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Topic: BASIC CONCEPTS OF GOVERNMENT 
Content 

I. Socialism 
II. Communalism  

III. Feudalism 
IV. Capitalism 
V.  Fascism   

VI.  Nazism  
VII. Totalitarianism    

 
COMMUNALISM 
 Communalism refers to a political and economic arrangement in which land, the major factor of 
production is collectively owned. In a communal community for instance, members pursue a common 
goal collectively and properties like land are owned collectively and shared among members on an equal 
basis. In this system, resources are utilized for the general interest of everybody. 
Features of Communalism 

1. There are no class systems; everybody co-operates with each other; 
2. There is collective ownership of property; 
3. No member is allowed to own a private property; 
4. Members of a communal society share common culture and identity; 
5. The means of exchange is trade by barter; 
6. Everybody has the spirit of co-operation; they help each other in building houses, on the farm 

etc; 
7. Labour is not sold and there is absence of exploitation; 
8.  It promotes collective interest and discourages individual objectives; 
9. The community is allowed to operate at full autonomy with different identities. 

FEUDALISM  
 This is a system of government based on land ownership and control. It is a primitive system of 
government practiced in Western Europe in the Middle Ages, as land was owned and controlled by kings 
and Emperors. The king granted land (fief) 
to his subjects (vassals) who, as part of their functions must in return work for the king on certain days 
or fight on his behalf. 
 Feudalism is a form of decentralized oligarchy (government controlled by a few people), based 
on land ownership. Political leadership was based on land ownership. Industrialization brought about 
the collapse of Feudalism as capital instead of land became a source of power. Capitalists became 
influential and the relationship that existed between landowners and their serfs (servants) transformed 
to that of capitalists and proletariats (labourers). 
Features of Feudalism 
1.This system was based on land ownership. 
2. The lands were owned by kings or emperors. 



3. The land users (serfs) must in return work and offer services to the king. 
4 It was the duty of the land owners or Lords to protect the serfs. 
5 The feudal tenants must give military assistance to the owner of the land; 
6 The lords exercise governmental power – legislative, military, executive and judicial power 

over the vassals who have no political right; 
7 There was a class system; the Barons or land owners and the serfs or vassals who had no 

land; 
8 There was constant war and insecurity in the state. 

 
Merits of Feudalism 
1. Feudalism laid the foundation for capitalism; 
2. It instituted orderliness and avoided anarchy; 
3. It provided the serfs with a level of security; 
4. It gave the freed slaves a limited freedom to enter into contracts with a lord; 
5. It fostered among the big landlords self-reliance and love for personal freedom. 
Demerits of Feudalism 
      1. The serfs were brutally oppressed and exploited; 
      2. The system gave rise to autocratic leaders who ruled the vassals as they wished; 
      3. Loyalty and obedience were to the landowner and not to the government; 
      4. The state was divided into semi-independent parts; it could not act as a whole. 
          There was no national government. 
EVALUATION QUESTIONS 
1 What do you understand by Communalism? 
2 What is the most important feature of Communalism? 
3 Why was there no national government under Feudalism 
4 Who was i) a serf ii) proletariat 
   READING ASSIGNMENT: 
Basic concepts of Government in C.C Dibie on pages 16-26 
WEEKEND ASSINGMENT 

1. Which of these is not a feature of feudalism? 
A) land   b) serf  c) proletariat 

2. The right to influence the activities of others is called ________ 
A) legitimacy  b) power c) sovereignty  

3. Power derived from the laws of the land is called __________ power 
A) political  b) economic c) traditional 

4. An economic arrangement where land is collectively owned is called _____ 
A) feudalism  b) communalism c) socialism 

5. The collapse of feudalism is attributed to the rise of _________ 
A) fascism  b) capitalism  c) socialism 
THEORY 

1. Distinguish between power and Authority. 
2. Explain any five features of Communalism.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
WEEK SIX    DATE---------------- 
Topic: BASIC CONCEPTS IN GOVERNMENT 
Content 

 Socialism     

 Communism  

 Capitalism 
SOCIALISM 
 Socialism may be defined as an ideology that advocates collective ownership, control and 
organization of the means of production, distribution and exchange of goods and services. In this 
system, most of the factors of production and distribution are controlled and operated by the 
government on behalf of the citizens. Goods and services are produced with the aim of satisfying the 
wants of the whole citizens and not to the profit derived. 
 This ideology was formulated by Karl Marx, a German (1816 – 1883) and through this ideology; 
he hoped to fight the evils of capitalism. 
Features of Socialism 

1. The government owns and control almost all the means of production and distribution; 
2. Goods and services are not produced to make profits but rather according to the needs and 

satisfaction of the citizens; 
3. There is a central planning of production, distribution and exchange of goods and services; 
4. Full employment are of the cardinal principles of socialism; 
5. Socialism encourages equality and equal opportunities for all; 
6. Wealth is distributed according to individual contribution and needs; 

COMMUNISM  
 This is the highest stage of socialism in which all the means of production and distribution are 
totally controlled by the government. Individual ownership of property is completely abolished in a 
communist state. 
 Karl Marx also propounded this ideology. The theory and principles of communism has it that 
the state owns everything and resources are distributed to the citizens according to their needs and 
ability. No country has ever practiced Communism. 
Features of Communism 

1. Communism advocates the complete abolition of government and a stateless society where 
there is no government, exploitation nor oppression; 

2. It seeks to enthrone a classless society where everybody is equal socially and economically; 
3. It stipulates a compulsory confiscation of private properties without compensation; 
4. There is a centrally planned economy and the use of force in achieving a communist goal; 
5. Citizens receive resources only according to their needs and ability. 

CAPITALISM  
 This is an economic ideology, which permits individuals to own and control the means of 
production, distribution and exchange in a country, while the economic activity of the government is at 
a minimum. 
 This political and economic ideology is practiced in nearly all countries of the world after the fall 
of Socialism in the 1900s. In this system, private individuals who have the economic strength participate 



in all sectors of the economy. Profit is the main motive or reason for participation as resources are 
allocated according to prices. 
Features of Capitalism 

1. Private individuals are permitted under the law to own and control most means of production 
and distribution. Government participation is at a minimum; 

2. The consumers have a wide range of choice in a capitalist economy; 
3. The forces of demand and supply of essential commodities determine their prices and 

distribution; 
4. The major goal of the businessman in a capitalist economy is profit; 
5. There is usually competition and economic rivalry between firms, consumers etc; 
6. A capitalist society promotes a class society. There are three classes of people in a capitalist 

society. They are: 
i)    The Peasants: they are the downtrodden masses that are struggling to earn their  

    living. 
ii)     The Bourgeoisie: 
They are the rich capitalists that own large business organizations and control political power. There are 
three types of Bourgeoisie. They are: 

a) National Bourgeoisie: they are people that become wealthy through hard work; 
b) Comprador Bourgeoisie: they are those who make wealth through fraud, money 

laundering, drug trafficking etc; 
c) The Petit Bourgeoisie: they are the emerging wealthy persons. 

i) Proletariat: this refers to the working class persons that earn their livelihood by selling their 
labour for a wage or salary. Apart from the proletariat, there is also a set of people known as 
‘lumpen proletariat’. They are the unemployed or rather under-employed people in the 
society. They are usually at security risk in the society. 

7. Capitalism is often associated with democratic principles. This is evident in the choice of leaders 
and permission of individual liberties; 

8. A capitalist state allows freedom of enterprise. Private individuals can own companies and 
manufacture goods of their choice; 

9. There is the use of advanced technology for high level of productivity to be ensured, favourable 
competition and increase in profit; 

10. The masses can determine what type of goods to buy and where to work. There are no laws 
restricting people from working in any particular firm or for government. There is personal 
liberty. 

 
 
EVALUATION QUESTIONS 

1. What is Socialism? 
2. How are goods distributed in a Socialist state? 
3. What is Communism? 
4. What is the ultimate aim of Communism? 
5. What is Capitalism? 
6. Why is there a class system in a Capitalist state? 

 ASSIGNMENT 
1.  An ideology which promotes the control of major means of production by the state is 

A) Communalism b) socialism  c) capitalism 
2. The theory of socialism was initiated by 

A) Thomas Hobbes b) Karl Marx  c) Jean Bodin 



3. A state which has power to make its own laws and enforce them has 
A) power  b) legitimacy  c) sovereignty  

4. The lowest class of people in a capitalist state are the ___________ 
A) bourgeoisie  b) proletariat  c) peasants 

5. The highest stage of socialism is ___________ 
A) capitalism  b) communalism c) communism 
THEORY  

1. Outline five features of a Socialist state. 
2. Explain the concept of Capitalism. 

 
WEEK SEVEN   DATE---------------- 
Topic: BASIC CONCEPTS IN GOVERNMENT 
Content 

 Fascism    

 Nazism  

 Totalitarianism 
FASCISM 
Fascism is an ideology based on the concept of force and total compliance to the tunes of the authority. 
It is regarded as a philosophy, principle, and organization of the aggressive nationalist and anti-
communist dictatorship. 
It started as a movement in Italy in 1922 and came to an end in 1943 under Benito Mussolini. The 
ideology condemns both capitalism and socialism, rejects peace, democracy and the rule of law and 
rather glorifies war. 
Features of Fascism 

1. Fascism as an ideology encourages aggressive nationalism; 
2. In a Fascist state, the political leader is supreme, respected and even worshipped; 
3. The leader makes all laws. Rights and authority are derived from him; 
4. This system does not give room for the existence of any form of opposition. Where there is an 

opposition, it is usually destroyed by force; 
5. The state has absolute control over all aspects of a citizen’s life e.g. religion, education, etc. 
6. Political participation is reserved for the elite, while the majority are excluded; 
7. Fascism rejects popular views, the law of god and religion in general. It seeks to glorify war, 

which is believed to be the only means to peace. 
NAZISM 
 Nazism is a type of totalitarianism practiced in Germany under Adolf Hitler between 1933 and 
1945. It is a political ideology, which strongly believes that the German race is superior to the individual. 
 It also believes in a ‘national being based on the unity of blood’. The state has full control over 
the activities and personal liberties of the citizens, as the leadership is always right. 
 
 
 
 
 
Features of Nazism 

1. The leader is always right and he controls all powers of government; 
2. There is only one political party – the Nazist political party; 
3. The leaders of the political party were automatically the leaders of the government; 
4. The government owns and controls the mass media; 



5. Oppositions were not allowed, while labour unions and other forms of pressure groups were 
prohibited; 

6. Government controlled the economy centrally; 
7. The rule of law and fundamental human rights were not recognized; 
8. The use of force and brutality to oppress the people was a major feature of a Nazist 

government. 
TOTALITARIANISM 
 Totalitarianism is a form of government, which involves absolute control of persons, ideas and 
properties by the government. It is also referred to as Authoritarianism. It allows only one political party 
to control and exist in the state. 
 Under this form of government, the citizens are the properties of the state; the mass media and 
the laws are meant to favour the tune of government. Citizens must obey the rulers at the expense of 
their fundamental human rights. Examples include the Nazist government in Germany and the Fascist 
rule in Italy. 
Features of Totalitarianism 

1. There is a supreme authority which controls everything; 
2. There is one dominant political party which controls the state and there is no room for any 

opposition; 
3. Force and brutality is used to rule the masses; 
4. The presence of an autocratic government leads to the absence of the rule of law; 
5. The government controls the mass media; 
6. There is the existence of a single ideology and philosophy. 

EVALUATION QUESTIONS 
1. What is Fascism? 
2. What is the aim of a Fascist state? 
3. What is Nazism? 
4. What is the dominant theme of the Nazist government? 
5. What is the aim of Totalitarianism? 
6. Why is there no room for opposition under a Totalitarian regime? 

     READING ASSIGNMENT: 
           C.C Dibie,Basic Concepts of Government.Pg 18-19 
 
ASSIGNMENT 

1. The idea of Fascism originated in ______________ 
(a) Britain  (b) Germany  (c) Italy 

2. The idea of  Nazism was based on _________ 
(a) equality before the law  (b) superiority of the German race 
(c) the supremacy of the law over all persons 

3. Which of the following distinguishes a state from a nation? 
(a) population  (b) sovereignty (c) territory 

4. In a capitalist state, those who sell their labour for money are called the ________ 
(a) bourgeoisie (b) proletariats  (c) peasants 

5. An economic system based on hierarchical ownership of land is called ________ 
(a) Socialism  (b) Communalism  (c) Feudalism 
THEORY 

1. In a tabular form, in five ways compare a democratic and a fascist state. 
2. Explain the guiding principles of Nazism.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
TOPIC:    STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION OF GOVERNMENT 
CONTENT 

 Legislature: Meaning, functions, types, merits and demerits of each type, the concept of 
parliamentary supremacy and its limitations. 

 Bills- meaning, types, procedure on how bills become law. 
 
  MEANING OF LEGISLATURE 
 
Legislature can be defined as an organ of government responsible for the making of laws which not only 
give backing to government policies but also guide interaction between government and the governed. 
The legislature is often referred to as parliament, National Assembly and in some countries it may be 
called congress as in the USA. Legislature is made up of elected legislators like members of the House of 
representative, senate and house of Assembly. 
                                              FUNCTIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE 
• LAW MAKING: The primary function of the legislature is to make laws for the good governance 
of the country. 
• Approval of the policy of the executive organ: Some important policies proposed by the 
executive e.g. treaties and declaration of war require legislative approval. 
• Control of public funds and expenditure: The finances of the country are under the legislative 
control. Government’s spending and taxation are scrutinized and endorsed by the legislature. 
• Power of impeachment: It has power to impeach the head of state if he commits very serious 
offence. 
• Monitoring and evaluation of government activities: It checks the activities of government 
agencies and parastatals. The legislature can order inquiry into activities of any public organization or 
call any official to appear before it for questioning. 
• Constitutional amendment: Any amendment to the constitution requires legislative action. 
• Education; the legislature educates the members of the public through debate on issues before 
it. 
• Judicial functions: In some countries notably Britain, the legislature performs legislative 
functions. The British house of lords is the highest court for some cases. 
                                                      TYPES OF LEGISLATURE 
There are two types of legislature, these are; 

1. Bi-cameral legislature 
2. Uni-cameral legislature 

 
                                                     BI-CAMERAL LEGISLATURE 
Definition; A bi-cameral legislature is defined as one in which there are two chamber legislature. There is 
the upper house and the lower house. In some countries such as Nigeria and the united state of America 
membership of the upper house and lower house is by election. Other countries that adopts bi-cameral 
legislature are; Australia, Mexico, Belgium, Brazil, India, Germany, Canada, Malaysia, Pakistan, 
 
                                              ADVANTEGES OF BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE 



 Law making: For a bill to become law, it must pass through the two legislative houses. This 
ensures that bills are exhaustively discussed before they are passed to law. 

• Checks and balances: The existence of bi-cameralism provides checks against legislative excesses 
of a single house. If a legislative house tends towards arbitrariness, it can be called to order by the 
second house. 
• Mature and experience personnel: Bi-cameralism creates room for more politically and 
administratively experienced people to be utilized in the art of law making. 
• Despotism of a single chamber: The second chamber checks the excesses and guards against the 
tyranny of a one chamber 
• Equitable distribution of seats: In a federal state where composition of the upper house is based 
on equal representation of components units, it tends to give members a feeling of equality. 
• More democratic: Most modern states embrace bi-cameral legislature because it is more 
democratic. 
• Excesses of the executive; Bi-cameral legislature can check the excesses of the executive 
especially in the areas of violating the provision of the constitution. 
• Proper scrutiny: Bills are properly debated in bi-cameralism thereby, making it possible for 
better laws to be made in the country. 
 
                                      DISADVANTAGES OF BI-CAMERAL LEGISLATURE 
• More expensive to run: A lot of fund is needed to maintain two legislative chambers involved in 
bi-cameral legislature and other things that go with them. 
• Delay in passing of bills: Bi-cameralism causes serious delay in the process of law making unlike 
unicameralism. 
• Rivalry: It leads to unnecessary rivalry as to which of the houses is superior to the other. 
• Time of emergencies; the delay in the passage of bills is not suitable in time of emergencies 
where actions are quickly taken. 
• Dumping ground: The second chamber may be used as a dumping ground for political rejects at 
the polls if its membership is by nomination or appointment. 
• It could be undemocratic: Membership of upper legislative house in some countries such as 
Britain is not based on election. This is undemocratic. 
• Waste of resources: Duplication of functions could result to waste of resources both human and 
financial. 
                                                        
 
                                          UNICAMERAL LEGISLATURE 
Unicameral legislature refers to a situation in a country where there is only one legislative house or body 
that makes laws. This is the type of legislature in operation at the state level in Nigeria. All the 36 states 
in Nigeria have a legislative chamber each. Examples of countries with unicameral legislature are Ghana, 
Sierra-Leone, Gambia, Kenya, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Burkina Faso, Bulgaria,  Benin Republic and so on 
                                           ADVANTAGES OF UNICAMERAL LEGISLATURE 
• Quick passage of bills: Since bills have to be considered by only one legislative house, the time 
that would have been needed to consider the same bill in a second house as obtains in bicameral 
legislature is saved. 
• It is economical: Less public funds are required to run a unicameral legislature as the money that 
would have been used to settle salaries/allowances of members of the second chamber is saved. 
• It does not allow filibusters to carry out their nefarious activities as they do when there are two 
chamber legislatures. 



• Ideal for small countries; A unicameral legislature is ideal for small countries with homogeneous 
social and economic organization. 
• Dumping ground: In some cases, a unicameral legislature does not provide a dumping ground 
for political deadwoods. 
                               EVALUATION QUESTIONS 
• Define legislature 
• Mention the types of legislature you know. 
                             THE CONCEPT OF PARLIAMENTARY SUPREMACY 
CONTENT 
Supremacy of parliament can be described as the exclusive right of parliament to make and unmake 
laws without external control. 
                               LIMITATIONS TO PARLIAMENTARY SUPREMACY 
• Constitutional limitation; the role of the parliament is defined in a constitution 
• Judicial review: The Supreme Court has the power to review acts of the legislature and declare 
them unconstitutional or null and void if they go contrary to the provision of the constitution. 
• Laws or rules: These are laws and rules made by international organizations of which a country 
is a member e.g. U.N.O., A.U., ECOWAS, OPEC and so on. 
• Activities of interest groups: Some of the activities of political parties and pressure groups from 
within and outside the country can restrict parliamentary supremacy. 
• The resources of the state: The supremacy of parliament can be restricted if the country is 
dependent on other countries militarily, economically, technologically etc. 
• Public opinion/mass media: public opinion and the influence of mass media can bring about 
limitation to the supremacy of parliament. 
• Complexity of government: The complex nature of modern government had made it imperative 
for power and functions to be delegated to subordinate bodies, thereby limiting the supremacy of 
parliament. 
                                                 EVALUATION QUESTIONS 
• What is parliamentary supremacy 
• Mention 5 limitations to parliamentary supremacy. 
                         MEANING OF BILLS  
A bill may be defined as a proposed law to be discussed in the parliament in order for it to become law. 
A bill therefore metamorphoses into a law. For a bill passed in the parliament to become a law, the 
president or head of state has to give his assent i.e. sign the bill. 
                                                                      
                                                          TYPES OF BILLS 
• Public bill: This is a bill that deals with the matter or problems that affect the whole or a section 
of the country. This type of bill comes from the executive arm to the legislature. 
• Money bill: This bill deals with how government raises and spends money. A money bill can 
therefore be in form of a budget that deals with total estimate revenue and expenditure of government  
• Private member’s bill: This is a bill introduced into the parliament by a member of such house or 
parliament. 
                                                   PROCEDURE ON HOW BILLS BECOME LAW 
• First reading: This is the first stage of the bill. This is when the draft of a bill is presented to the 
clerk of the house by a minister or a member of the parliament depending on the type of bill. 
• Second reading: This is the stage in which the person presenting the bill to the house will explain 
to the house the purpose of the bill. Members of the parliament will then debate or argue for or against 
the bill whether it should be read a second time. It will be put into vote and if majority of the members 
of house vote for the bill, it will move to the next stage and if not, that will be the end of the bill. 



• Committee stage: At this stage, if the principles of the bill are accepted by the house at the 
second reading, it is referred to one or other of the committees for detailed discussion, amendment and 
report. 
• The report: At this stage, all the findings of the various standing committees are reported to the 
house or the bill placed before the house after all the amendments have been made. 
• Third reading: At this final stage, a thorough look would be taken on the bill in order to correct 
certain errors connected with the drafting or amendment. A final vote is also taken on the bill at this 
stage. 
• The upper house: If the bill is passed, it is sent to the upper house where it passes through 
similar stages. It first started with the lower house. Any further amendment suggested by the upper 
house will require both houses jointly setting up a committee to iron things out. 
• Assent: The bill will now be taken to the president for his assent after the bill has passed all the 
five stages in both houses of representatives and senate. The bill will automatically become a law after 
being signed by the president. 
                                        EVALUATION QUESTIONS 
• What is a bill? 
• How can a bill become a law in the parliament?  
                                       GENERAL EVALUATION 

1. Discuss the various types of legislation 
2. Discuss the functions of a modern day legislature 
3. List and explain the types of bills 
4. Discuss the limitations to parliamentary supremacy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                ASSINGMENT 

1. The highest legislative body in Nigeria is called (a) National Assembly (b) House of Assembly (c) 
Parliament 

2. Unicameralism  means (a) two chambers (b) one chamber (c) three chambers 
3. At the state level, Nigeria operates---- legislature (a) unicameral (b) bicameral (c) multilateral 
4. After which stage will a bill be said to have reached the committee stage  (a) committee report 

(b) first reading  (c) second reading 
5. A bill passes through ----- stages before becoming a law (a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 

                                                     THEORY 
1. Explain the meaning and importance of the legislature as an organ of government. 
2. List and explain the types of bills you know. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
                            
 
                                                                       Week 6  
TOPIC:  STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION OF GOVERNMENT 
CONTENT 

1. The executive; meaning, functions and types 
2. The judiciary; meaning, functions, independence of the judiciary 

                           
                                  MEANING OF EXECUTIVE 
This is the organ of government that is responsible for implementing government policies and is 
responsible for the day-to- day administration of the country. The executive arm of government is the 
same with administration or cabinet, the president or prime minister of a country, governors of states, 
ministers, the civil service, the armed forces, the police, etc, belong to the executive arm of government. 
                                                FUNCTIONS OF EXECUTIVE 
• Implementation of laws: The executive implements the laws made by the legislature. This is the 
primary function of the executive. 
• Appointment of top officials: Ministers ambassadors, high commissioners and other important 
officials are appointed by the president with legislative endorsement. 
• Giving Assent to bill: Bills passed by the legislature require the assent of the president to 
become law. 
• Preparation of budget: The executive prepares the annual budget of the government which is 
presented to the parliament for approval. 
• Maintenance of law and order: The law enforcement agent, the police are responsible for these 
functions. 
• Provision of social amenities like good roads, schools, and electricity. 
• Recommending policy: The executive sends bills to parliament proposing ideas on government 
programmes and policies. 
• Declaration of wars: It can declare war, maintain peace and fight back foreign invasion. 
• Defense of the country against external aggression. 
                                                          TYPES OF EXECUTIVE 
• Single Executive/Presidential Executive: This is a system whereby all executive powers of 
government are vested in the president. The president is the head of state, head of government and the 
commander-in chief of the armed forces. Examples of countries that practice this system include USA, 
Nigeria, Brazil, Chile, Tanzania, etc. 
• Dual Executive/Parliamentary Executive: This is a system whereby one person is the head of 
state, while another person is the head of government. The head of state may be a monarch or 
ceremonial president, while the head of government is usually the prime minister. Countries that 
practice this system include Belgium, Italy, Sweden and Nigeria in the first republic. 
• Collegiate Executive: It is a system in which a number of people form a council which rotates the 
chairmanship of the council and leadership of government in turns among its members. It was used 
during Olympio’s rulership in Togo. 
 
                                          EVALUATION QUESTIONS 
• Mention five functions of the executive as an organ of government. 
• List and briefly explain the types of executive 
 
CONTENT:                   THE JUDICIARY 



 MEANING: 
The judiciary as the third organ of government is responsible for the interpretation of the laws of the 
state and applies the existing law to individual cases. It refers to the system of courts and judges in a 
country. The Nigeria court system is headed by the Supreme Court which is the final court. The next is 
the court of appeal. Besides, we have the High court and Sharia as well as Magistrate courts. The 
customary courts handle customary cases. 
                        FUNCTIONS OF THE JUDICIARY 
• Interpretation of law: The court interprets the laws of the state and applies the existing law to 
individual cases. 
• Judicial review: This is the responsibility of the judiciary to determine the constitutionality or 
otherwise of legislative enactments and executive decisions. 
• Settlement of disputes: the judiciary exercises power in settling disputes between different 
individuals or groups, individual and political institutions, and different political institutions. 
• Punishment of offenders: The courts have the power to punish those that have offended the 
laws of the land. 
• Contribution to law making: In the process of interpreting the law and the exercise of the power 
of judicial review, the judiciary contributes to law making. 
• Protection of individual rights: The judiciary is often described as the last hope of the common 
man. When the rights of citizens are infringed upon, they seek redress in the court of law. 
• Prevention of wrongful act: It serves as a watch dog on other organs of government. Legislative 
and executive excesses are redressed by the judiciary when brought before it. 
                                       INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY 
Independence of the judiciary refers to the ability of the courts to discharge their duties without undue 
external influence from other organs of government. The judiciary can only perform their role as an 
impartial arbiter and protector of individual rights, if it is independent of other organ of government. 
                            Ways of guaranteeing the independence of the judiciary 
• Appointment of judges by independent body: If the judges are appointed by the chief executive, 
he may appoint those who will be loyal to him. 
• Tenure of office: Judges should be allowed to hold office for a specified period of time 
• Promotion of judges: Promotion of judges should be made by independent body and placed 
beyond the realm of politics. 
• Immunity of judges: Judges should be free from criminal and civil prosecution in the 
performance of their duties. 
• Political neutrality: Judges should not be allowed to take part in partisan politics. 
• Remuneration: To prevent the executive from using payment of salaries and allowances to exert 
influence on judges, their remuneration should be paid from a consolidated fund. 
• Extra security: Security should be provided for the judges in and outside the courts so that they 
will not be intimidated. 
                                                  
                                              EVALUATION QUESTIONS 
• What do you understand by independence of the judiciary? 
• Mention five ways by which the independence of the judiciary can be guaranteed. 
                                                  GENERAL EVALUATION 

1. What is the relevance of the executive organ in government? 
2. What are the problems faced by the judiciary in the performance of its function? 
3. Explain the procedure for constitutional amendment 

                                                  ASSINGMENT 



1. The judicial organ of government is the body which (a) implements the law (b) interprets the law 
(c) make the law 

2. The independence of the judiciary can be enhanced in all the following cases except where (a) 
the salaries of judges are drawn from a consolidated fund (b) judges are granted special 
immunity  (c) the president is also the chief judge 

3. Impeachment as an instrument of check on the executive is useful mainly in a (a) Cabinet system 
(b) Unitary system (c) Presidential system. 

4. The head of the judiciary in Nigeria was (a) the Chief Justice (b) the Chief Judge (c) Minister of 
Justice 

5. The Appellate court in Nigeria is called------- (a) Supreme court (b) Appeal court (c) High court  
                                                       THEORY 

1. What is the relevance of the executive organ in government? 
2. State 6 functions of the judiciary as an organ of government. 

                                        
 
 


