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CLASS; YEAR 10 

SUBJECT; C.R.S 

TOPIC; - MAKING DECISIONS 

CONTENT;- 

    (a)  Solomon’s Wisdom. I Kings3;3-28;4;29-34;5;-1-12;8;1 

    (b)  Unwise policies of Solomon and Rehoboam /How Solomon Misused his Wisdom- 

I king’s 9;15-23;11;-13;`12;1-20 

    (c)  Consequences of Solomon’s Misuse of his Wisdom 

 

Solomon’s Wisdom I king’s3;3-28;4;29-34;51-12;8-1 
Solomon succeeded his father –David. During this time, he had a lot of responsibilities resting on 

his shoulders. As was the custom Solomon went to Gibeon to offer sacrifice to God. The Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said ‘’ Ask what l shall give ‘’. He asked for wisdom. Solomon’s 

request pleased God so exceeding that he granted him his request. He also added to him riches 

and honour. Solomon used his wisdom to Judge the case of two harlots who lived in the same 

room and both had babies. One of the babies died and the mother now claimed to the living baby. 

Solomon ruled that the living child be cut into two and each half be giving to each woman 

However, the real mother of the living child wept and asked the king not to slay the baby, instead 

it should be giving to her rival who insisted that the baby be divided. From their utterances, 

Solomon knew real mother and gave her the baby. 

 

Apart from judicial matters, his wisdom was manifested in other ways. In all, Solomon spoke 

three thousand proverbs and his songs were thousand and five. He was reputed to be the wisest 

man then. 

 

Unwise Policies of Solomon and Rehoboam / How Solomon misuse his 

wisdom.  I king 9: 15-23 
There was peace during the reign of Solomon.  This made him live in luxury.  He embarked on 

expensive projects and wasted a lot of human and material resources.  The following were 

Solomon’s unwise policies which made his wisdom shortened. 

1. He embarked upon expensive wasteful and gigantic venture or projects.  He builds his 

own house for thirteen years. 

2. The people paid through their noses as they were heavily levied.  The people were also 

subjected to force labour. 

3. He married from countries God had warned the Israelites not to marry from. 

4. He had an uncontrollable desire for woman.  Altogether he had seven hundred wives and 

three hundred concubines. 



5. This led to the fall of Solomon and the division of Israel as a nation.  He died and his son 

Rehoboam reigned in his stead.   

 

                                      Rehoboam’s unwise policy 
Rehoboam was made king in Shechem. Hearing that Rehoboam had been made king, Jeroboam  

returned from Egypt where he had gone to seek asylum after going into self-exile for fear of  

Solomon.  Jeroboam saw the death of Solomon as opportunity to divide the country, hence, he  

came to Rehoboam to lighten the yoke his father Solomon placed on the people. Rehoboam 

ask them to come for a reply after some days. Rehoboam spoke to the people roughly and said he  

would chastise them with whips and scorpions. Rehoboam’s expensive taste made him  

Over - burden his own people with unbearable taxes.  Things started falling apart; eventually the 

kingdom was divided into two.  Jeroboam became over ten tribes of Israel known as the 

Northern kingdom while Rehoboam reigned in Judah Thus, Rehoboam’s unwise decisions and 

diplomatic blunder led to the division of Israel which David toiled to build. 

 

 Consequences of Solomon’s misuse of his wisdom. 
1. Solomon married from other heathen countries; these women introduced their native gods 

into Israel and even built altars for them.  God was angry.  Therefore, God decided to 

take the kingdom from him and give to his servant Jeroboam, giving only one tribe of 

Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) for David’s sake. 

2. This singular act of Solomon brought to an end, Israel’s ageless corporate existence as a 

single entity. 

 

LESSONS TO LEARN 

1. No matter how much God loves anyone, once he disobeys God, God punishes him. 

2. It is not good to have very high taste as Solomon, as we can meet with problems in the 

course of attaining it. 

3. Excessive desire for women can be risky, we must guard against this.  Solomon’s sensual 

life led to his fall. 

EVALUATION 

1. Give an account of the division of the kingdom of Israel.  What unwise policies of 

Solomon led to it. 

2. What were the consequences of Solomon’s and Rehoboam’s unwise decisions? 

3. What lessons can Nigeria leaders learn from Solomon’s mistake. 

4. What did King Solomon ask from God when he became king of Israel? 

5. How did he demonstrate this attribute? 

 

 

WEEKEND ASSIGNMENT 

1. Solomon did not show wisdom in _____ 

 (a) Building the temple  (b) marrying foreign wives  (c) not killing the baby 

brought by the harlot 

2. Rehoboam made the mistake of _____ 

 (a) Following his father’s footsteps of tyranny (b) leading Israel to war  

 © marrying foreign wives. 

3. One of the reasons for the division of the kingdom was _____ 



 (a) Forced labour (b) Aliyah’s prophecy     (c) Rehoboam’s laziness 

4. Jeroboam was in which country when Solomon died ____ 

 (a) Philistia        (b) Canaan       (c) Egypt 

5. Solomon imported cedar and cypress timber for the building of the temple from ____ 

 (a) Egypt      (b) Babylon      (c) Tyre 
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CLASS; YEAR 10 

SUBJECT; C.R.S 

TOPIC – GREED AND ITS CONSEQUENCE  

CONTENT 

(a) Greedy Ahab IKings 21;1-29 

(b) Greedy Gehazi I Kings5;1-27 

(c) Lessons to learn from Ahab and Gehazi’s greed. 

   Greedy Ahab I Kings 21;1-29 
 

 Jezebel (a princess).His reign witness an upsurge of the encroachment of foreign religion 

especially the worship of the sidonian god called baal, brought in by Jezebel upon her marriage 

to king Ahab of Israel. 

Ahab approached Naboth the Jezreelite, asking for his Vineyard. Naboth refused, saying 

he cannot part with his inheritance. Ahab was so sad to the extent that he was unable to eat. 

When asked by Jezebel what the problem was, he told her how Naboth refused to give 

him his Vineyard. Jezebel then promised to get the land for him at all cost. 

              Jezebel conspired with some base fellows to accuse Naboth of cursing God and the 

king. This was to get rid of Naboth. It was eventually carried out. Naboth was accused of 

blaspheming God he was taken out of the city and stoned to death. 

   

        God sent Prophet Elijah who came to Ahab bluntly that God was very displeased with him. 

He prophesied that Ahab will die where Naboth died. As for his wife Jezebel, the dogs will also 

eat her flesh by the wall of Jezreel. Although in I Kings 21;27-29, God postphoned Ahab’s 

punishment until the days of his children because of his humility and repentance. 

 

                                             Gehazi’s Greed 
Elisha was a servant of God and prophet in Israel, whose period came immediately after Elijah. 

Namaan, the Syrian king’s army commander came to Elisha to be cured of his leprosy. Namaan 

was still at the gate when Elisha sent a servant to tell Namaan to go and wash himself in River 

Jordan and wash himself seven times. The commander was annoyed because he thought Elijah 



would perform an instant miracle. But on persuasion by his servant he went to wash himself and 

was completely cleansed. He came back with gifts for prophet to show his appreciation; Elijah 

refused to collect anything from him. This was the point where the devil tempted Gehazi- the 

prophet’s servant. He went after Namaan and lied that his master had asked for some of the gifts 

to entertain a visitor who had just come. Namaan was delighted to part with the gifts.  

          Gehazi took possession of the gifts; he lied to his master who already knew what he had 

done. Elisha pronounced instant judgment on him. Namaan’s leprosy came upon Gehazi 

instantly as he left Elisha’s presence as white as snow. 

LESSONS TO LEARN 

1 The satisfaction derivable from greed is only short-lived, whereas the consequences are bitter 

and lead to self –destruction. 

2 Greed does not pay all; as in most cases, we pay for greed with our own lives like Ahab did. 

3 Let us always be contented with what we have  

4 God cannot be silent when the well -to -do try to exploit the needy out of greed as in the case 

of Ahab. 

.  

 EVALUATION 

1 Who was Namaan? 

2 Narrate the story of Namaan and mention two important lessons which Namaan learnt from his 

healing. 

3. READ RSV Bible  I kIings 21;1-29; 5;1-27. 

  

WEEKEND ASSIGNMENT 

 

1 In order to murder Naboth, he was falsely accused of  (a) cursing God and the king  (b) 

bribery and Negligence (c) stealing war spoils  

2 Dogs licked Jezebel’s blood  within the bounds of  ( a) Jezreel  (b) Jericho  (c) Zidon 

3 Naboth died by  (a) hangig ( b) public execution  (c) stoning  

4 Namaan, the army commander came from (a) Jericho (b) Syria (c) Assyria  

5 As punishment Gehazi was stuck with a disease called  (a) Tuberculosis  (b) leprosy 

(a) Paralysis 

 

THEORY 

1 Narrate the punishment received by Ahab and Gehazi as a result of their greed. 

2 What role d id Jezebel play in the murder of Naboth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


